
 

Lane County Climate Advisory Committee 
October 22nd, 2021 12:30 PM- 2:30 PM 

GoToWebinar 
Members Present: Sarah Altemus-Pope, Amanda Astor, Stefan Aumuck, Commissioner Joe Berney, 
David Eisler, Dr. M Jackson, Tao Orion, Eloise Parish-Mueller, Rob Zako  

Members Absent: Maya Buchanan, Haley Case-Scott 

Lane County Staff: Jeff Orlandini, Cody Kleinsmith 

Introductions  
Self-introductions, overview of agenda 
 
Action Item  
Approve September Minutes 
 Motioned by: Sarah Altemus Pope 
 Seconded by: Tao Orion 
 Vote: 8 Aye’s  
 
Public Comment 
Michael Allen 

- I’m from Florence and also a member of the parks advisory committee and designated ot be a 
liason to this committee. At our last meeting we had an update on the installation of a charging 
station at the arboretum park, and it’s nearly complete. We’re looking at opportunities to install 
these at other parks and around the coast. They’re looking at bringing the north-Jetty Park and 
bringing it into the park system. Mark will be joining us at the next PAC meeting to have a 
discussion about integrating. 

- For the seniors for climate action committee, we just had a presentation from a forestry 
professional and I’d like to offer this presentation to you and will send it to Mark. 

- In Florence we just completed our 105th climate strike outside City Hall to ask them to respond 
to our petition which now has over 500 signiatures. 

- On the 30th we’re having a climate bash in Florence with festivities, speakers, and events relating 
to climate. 

o Response From Dr M. Jackson: Praise for what’s happening in Florence. That takes 
community effort and a lot of work so well done. 

o Response from Commissioner Berney: I would be curious with all of these 
strikes/protests, what is the objective? How will you know when you’ve succeeded with 
all these efforts. 
 Re-Commissioner Berney from Mike Allen: Our goal is asking them to pledge a 

resolution to work on climate change with state and federal organizations, as 
well as make a commission that is charged with coming up with an Action Plan 
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specific to Florence. 110 times we’ve been there and we haven’t ever gotten a 
formal response back from the mayor. 

 
Bylaws Update Action Item  
Amanda Astor and all 
 
This was brought up at our last meeting and we discussed this at our steering committee. We have some 
proposed changes to our bylaws that we would like to go over during our meeting today. 
As we’re in an awkward situation with both Haley and I leaving , our chair and vice-chair, so we have 
these changes that could be made to address the situation. We went through these at the steering 
committee so there was a discussion to get to this proposal, and again we wanted to address this 
awkwardness. We removed the calendar year piece regarding elections and essentially said we would 
hold elections and make roles when vacancies arise to have some continuity with the committee. 
Comment by Rob Zako:  
Would like to change language from a term of one year to “a term of one year or a time period decided 
upon by the committee.” 
This way we could say right now we’re electing someone to a 9 month term or 15 month term, and I’d 
like to avoid the awkwardness like this situation now. 
Comment by Eloise Parish Mueller: 
Clarifying on what Rob is saying and the intent behind his recommendation, just avoid awkwardness of 
the re-election and terms. 
Comment by Commissioner Joe Berney: 
I’d recommend we get this synced up with the calendar year as quickly as possible. I don’t think we 
should think we can social engineer everything, because things will come up. 
Comment by Sarah Altemus Pope: 
Keep in the priorly striked language which then gets us synced up on the calendar year but also allows us 
the flexibility to hold an election next month.  
Change Made: 
Added the suggested language to say “unless an alternative term limit has been determined by the 
committee.” Rejected the previous edit to the language. 
 
Continued clarification for virtual options for meetings.  
Clarification for responsibilities for who requests time at County Commission meetings.  
Clarification on the 7.4 “Internal Operations CAP” not County Wide CAP 
 
 Motioned by: Eloise Parish Mueller 
 Seconded by: Sarah Altemus Pope 
 Vote: 8 Aye’s  



 
Action: Lane County Climate Advisory Committee Forestry Subcommittee Recommendations  
Sarah Altemus-Pope, Amanda Astor, David Eisler, Tao Orion 
 
Still in the process of discussing and filling these out, but we think it’s a good point to bring it for 
feedback or comments, and likely won’t look for an action today. 
Comment from Dr. M Jackson: Seeking clarity on if we’re just going through these recommendations 
but not making any actions. 

- Response From Amanda Astor: Seeking to get to discussion and then hopefully to action today. 
- Response from Dave Eisler: Believe we could get to an action today. The main request is a 

central staff person or liason, and as long as we can get to an agreement on that we can likely 
get to an action today. Having someone in place for the rest of these actions is the key element. 

- Response from Dr. M Jackson: If the purpose of this body is to gather information from experts 
and then propose actions to the county commissioners, is the subcommittee recommending 
that we hire a staff person? 

- Response from Sarah Altemus Pope: Yes, or a whole department. That is essentially what we 
have come to throughout the summer despite communication difficulties as a subcommittee. 
That is our recommendation, that we need to have someone staffed that can do this kind of 
work within a department that pulls in people from other departments as well. To gain any 
traction on any of these recommendations we’d like to see that staff person. 

- Response from Dave Eisler: Joe Berney and Dr M Jackson are both talking about taking what 
we’ve suggested and verify it. I don’t know if that is what will actually get us anywhere. At what 
point are our reccomendations not good enough to move forward and we need a specialist? At 
what point are you asking us to get an expert verification from outside this committee. 

- Response from Dr M Jackson: I don’t think that’s necessary. One of the strengths of this 
committee is that we have a diverse background of knowledge that can help us keep this in 
committee. Not everyone here is an expert on all of these different topics. When I look at the 
forest subcommittee I’m just asking where this information is coming from which is guiding 
these recommendations. 

- Response from Dave Eisler: I’ve been doing forestry and ecoforestry for 40 years. As a logger we 
harvest our forest every 5 years, and I’m deeply involved in the logistics of forestry. I’ve been 
dealing with a lot of frustrating issues which hare identified in this document. I don’t know what 
more I could do, my research is in anthropology not in forestry and yet I know intimately the 
demands and needs of our forest. We’ve identified the ways to address these needs. I’m a bit 
frustrated by the thought that I’m not competent enough to make these recommendations. All 
these perespectives on our subcommittee come together in this document. 

- Response from Amanda Astor: No one is trying to attack anyone’s perspective here, we’re just 
trying to ensure we have wholistic perspectives and goals here. We’re on the right path, in 
particular this subject matter we do have a lot of expertise on the committee. As I look at these 
recommendations we collaborated on the committee to make these.  

- Response from Tao Orion: I would echo what Amanda said, because forestry is so complex and 
hot button in our region, I think this document shows all of our perspectives and interests and 
how we put together the climate plan as a community. The hope is that there would be a 
position or positions that would in the future be tasked with developing those comprehensive 
research based reccomendations for around the county.  

- Response from Dr M Jackson: This document, there’s a lot on here. It’s quite diverse and is 
really getting into the complex issues. If the forestry subcommittee is saying we want to open a 
staff position that handles all of these reccomendations, is it a realistic ask? 



 
- Response from Jeff Orlandini: It may be pieced together in multiple positions right now. It 

would be appropriate to take to the Board who can then beef up a department or figure out 
where this recommendation falls. 

- Response from Commissioner Joe Berney: Of all the jurisdictional areas this committee focuses 
on, this is probably one of the most politically controversial areas. It’s very clear that everyone 
here who has disagreed has done so respectfully. My suggestion is, if we identify elements that 
we think are critical, in a county that is extremely underfunded, sometimes just adding a 
position is not a silver bullet. This county is getting $75 million in American Rescue Plan dollars. 
We need to get community input to try and get other resources from within the American 
Rescue Plan. The county can allocate those resources we’re receiving not from our general fund, 
but from other sources we’re getting dollars from. 

- Response from Sarah Altemus Pope: There’s so much changing in this space right now for how 
to prepare for climate change in our community. There’s a lot of money coming down, from the 
state in multiple ways, and from potential federal packages. The county needs to raise their 
hand and say “We’re very forested and we need to have the staff to adequetly engage in forest 
issues around the county.” 

- Response from Dr M Jackson: If the end goal is to suggest a staff person, I don’t think we should 
edit it down. It captures the complexity of the forest issue. Saying we want to recommend a 
staff person that focuses on at minimum these reccomendations is good. 

- Response from Amanda Astor: We previously discussed that we wanted really focused asks of 
the board, but I think on this we can really just raise it as a priority as this money comes down 
the pipes. In order to get things done we need to be doing some of this work ourselves, not just 
rely on the state level. Mark did some research with other counties that have these positions 
and that’s one of the ways we got to that conclusion of hiring another position. 

- Response by Sarah Altemus Pope: On that first recommendation, there is one that doesn’t 
quite fall under forestry but we may go with a “Land Stewardship” division. Some things like 
renewable energy doesn’t fit in forestry but could help us support rural areas as a land 
stewardship divison. 

- Response from Stefan Aumack: My concern is that the only thing that approaches a smart goal 
here is hiring a land steward or creating a department. My concern is that these become 
considerations for the county commissioners and my question is how do we get to the plethora 
of smart goals that are tied to something that is measureable. 

- Response from Dave Eisler: A lot of the urban energy and transportation were smart type goals, 
they were measureable and you could have accountability. When dealing with non-
measureables like education which we discussed earlier, I’m back to the same feeling. There are 
a lot of difficult measureables in this list. The SMART approach, I don’t think it answers 
everything. How do you measure the number of acres not burned because we’ve done 
restoration?  

- Response from Sarah Altemus Pope: There’s so much that we don’t know that we’re still 
learning. We’re learning more about indigenous fire use all the time. The really good modeling 
with fires is just starting to happen, and the space is changing so much. Maybe the SMART goal 
is the Lane County is at the table and helping make these policies as it is happening. We 
probably could edit this stuff down, but so many of things are complex. 

- Response from Amanda Astor: The idea behind this hiring idea, is someone can be a 
coordinator. What are the success measurements of someone who is in a coordinator role? If 
we attend minimal meetings right now but with this position we attend much more, is that a 
way we can measure it? One of the biggest problems we face, there isn’t a whole lot of 
authority for the county to work in in forest lands. Because we don’t have this it’s harder to 
develop smart goals and the role is more of a coordinator/educator. 



 
- Responde from Rob Zako: I like the general direction I’m hearing, that the way for Lane County 

to get more serious is to apply more resources in the direction of these efforts. I think there 
needs to be a discussion with the full county board about our understanding and their 
expectations. Starting with what their expectation is for us, to get a chance to see what the 
policy makers want out of their advisory committees. Given that we haven’t had that discussion, 
I think we need to have it before we have the recommendation that they need to spend more 
resources. 

- Response from Dr M Jackson: It is my understanding that we work to advise them on these 
topics related to climate change. I don’t understand why we’d be asking what the 
commissioners want to hear when we’re supposed to be giving that advice. 

- Response from Rob Zako: I’m interested in seeing things happen that aren’t dead on arrival 
when they reach the commissioners. I think it needs to be a conversation to hear about the 
scoping or the range and authority that the county has. 

- Response from Sarah Altemus Pope: I think we’re going to have a little more of that discussion 
later. When it comes to these recommendations, all of us in this space recognize we need more 
people on the ground in this field. We need someone from the county at the table to talk in 
these discussions. We need more information from the county or Mark to know where the 
funding for this position can come from and will come from. I don’t know what we need to do as 
a body, if we need to find these sources or if we can just give a recommendation. 

- Response from Commissioner Joe Berney: I disagree that we need to meet with the Board of 
Commissioners to ask for direction. This body is here to make recommendations to the county 
that these areas in this report are priorities, so the county needs to address these concerns. The 
way we find out if the commissioners move or not is by throwing it at them and seeing what 
happens instead of having a long dialogue about it. The county addresses different priorities 
every year in the budget, so I think this body needs to be at the table to shape those priorities in 
the budget. 

- Eloise submitted written comments due to technical issues. Due to the scope and scale of 
these questions it was recommended to circle back to them at the next Forestry Subcomittee. 
(See questions below) 

- Comment from Dr M Jackson: Is the forest subcommittee at the position now to make a motion 
to make a recommendation for a staff person? 

  
Make a recommendation to the Board of Commissioners to develop a forestry or stewardship 
department or position within the county. (Recommendation #1) 
 Motioned by: Dave Eisler 
 Seconded by: Sarah Altemus Pope 
 Discussion: 

- Rob Zako: If one or more members could actually present this to the Board of County 
Commissioners I think that would be more effective than just have a piece of paper pass them 
by. 

- Commissioner Joe Berney: We need more time in the future to elaborate several points. I also 
am extremely supportive of the community energy aspect of these recommendations. 

- Amanda Astor: Not specific to the community energy plan, but the main person working on 
Climate at the County is Mark, if this position was approved and to be funded and filled, there 
would be coordination with the firewise coordinator and Mark regarding different aspects of the 
work. There’s a whole pandora’s box that opens with that, and that could be something this 
body does is help define the roles of this position. 

- Sarah Altemus Pope: A-E under #1 aren’t necessarily under this recommendation, so maybe we 
pull that and bring it back under another package or topic area. I’d like to leave this position 



 
open to being either a department or position so the county can decide where this best fits. Do 
we need to add more language or is this discussion enough? 

- Jeff Orlandini: You’re probably right that the board would request that staff respond to this with 
the most realistic place and way for this to be staffed and housed. Assistance from this board 
might be part of it, but county staff saying where they think it belongs would likely be the 
direction the board takes it. 

 Vote: 9 Aye’s 
 
CAC Member Updates & Announcements  

• Remind the Commissioner direct appoints that they need to return their applications to Mark.  
• Ask Cody to let everyone know what date the November meeting will be held or if there was no 

consensus for meeting dates. 
• Let the CAC members know that there will be an election for chair and vice-chair at the next 

meeting. They will assume leadership immediately after the election (pending bylaw approval). 
Let them know that they should be prepared to self-nominate and have a short statement of why 
they want to be an officer. 

• Sarah Altemus Pope: SWFC has an Americorps member spending 50% of his time doing firewise 
assessments. We’re trying to figure out how to fund firewise projects on private land, and it is 
becoming apparent that it’s very complicated. We hope to start a quarterly meeting to share out 
in the space with other partner organizations in ways to assist in this work and strategies for 
doing so. Last year we developed a smoke-safety plan to allow for more prescribed fire which we 
got funding for through the DEQ. I encourage the county to look at a similar grant opportunity 
that is open right now. 

• Tao Orion: We’ve been working with the city in Cottage Grove to involve ourselves in the Carbon 
Challenge. 

• Commissioner Joe Berney: I’ve been involved in helping local electrical worker unions across the 
state to allocate chunks of $25 million to invest in solar projects. We’ll be speaking to the Oregon 
Solar and Storage Industry Association to their annual conference about these projects. I was 
really fortunate to write a law that got passed, Senate Bill 420, which will affect $10 billion 
dollars every year that permits schools and other organizations to pay for the highest quality of 
energy efficiency and renewable energy projects, especially in construction projects over $4 
million. 

o Dave Eisler: Mark had mentioned much earlier that Lane County is working on 
procurement guidelines that would dictate construction materials have the smallest 
footprint, is that in process? 
 Commissioner Joe Berney: It’s not only in process but is in effect. 

• Amanda Astor: I was recently on City Club of Eugene talking about fire resiliency and forests, and 
it will be available on their website Monday. 

Adjourn 2:30 PM 
 
 
 

Comments from Eloise Parish-Mueller regarding Forestry Subcommittee Recommendations 
3.) “Preventing working rural lands from conversion to non-agricultural or non-forestry uses will help preserve and 
improve carbon storage” would this imply that transitioning a forest from a timber production or agricultural operation 
to a conservation or ecological restoration initiative or other use with ecosystem and human benefits would always be 
considered negative? 4.) “ In fire-adapted ecosystems, policies should seek to develop durable carbon pools that are 



 
resistant and resilient to wildfire and improve ecosystem function, even if this results in a loss of carbon in 
uncharacteristically dense forests.” is this getting at the idea of a long term more stable carbon bank/ carbon fluxes as 
opposed to over accumulation giving cause to fuel loads that are more likely to contribute to high severity, larger fires? Is 
there a way this could be phrased more precisely to ensure that the mid to long term carbon balance goals are explicit and 
the potential need for human management actions like restorative thinning or prescribed fires is not misconstrued to give 
blanket approval for tree removal for profit only? 6.) I support the idea that any carbon pricing gains should be funneled 
back to local communities, but have some concerns about the use of offsets as an out for industries or sectors where 
direct carbon reduction is entirely technologically possible, such as stopping clear cuts and transitioning to renewable 
energy. Also I think it's relevant to consider here that a more direct way to have industries that pollute/ contribute to 
climate change equitably taxed to support communities (timber taxes in Oregon are abnormally low and could be used 
instead to pay back into supporting rural communities) 6.)b. clarifying considerations of broader ecological impacts as 
well as carbon ones. Also, I'm not an expert, but based on looking into this a little it sounds like there are a lot of questions 
in scientific study about the actual long term carbon storage potential of wood products and it seems like there needs to 
be critical examination of any claims made around this to make sure they are grounded in neutral science (v.s. potentially 
industry influenced)  
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